Approved For Release 2008/05/29 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007500480004-6

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT

CENTRAL" INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title
18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

S5-E~C-R-E.T
COUNTRY East Germany REPORT 25X1
SUBJECT Public Reaction to Soviet Policies  DATE DISTR. 21 July 1955
NO. OF PAGES 1
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO.  RD

PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES 25X1

DATE ACQUIRED B ;i | H »Z/_A\\ }@DH F[This is UNEVALUATED Information|

FINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CORTENMTSS TENTATIVE.

el

25X1

1. The East German population has not been vitelly affected by steps taken
recently by the Soviet government, such as the visit to Tito. Increased
hopefulness, which seems to be based on recent Soviet conciliatory gestures,
is apparent in some quarters, but the population is more reserved in its
attitude than before the Berlin Conference in 1954, Many persons express
doubt that the Russians are really in earmest, and believe that it will be
a long time before an acceptable agreement on reunification can be obtained.
It is noted that the top-level Soviet feelers seeking peace and co-existence
are offset in the minds of the East German population by the continued low
standard of living, the harassment of West Berlin by the East German govern-
ment, the intensification of internal-security measures, the increased
“voluntary recruitment® for the KVP, ete. As a result, most East Germans
do not support compromises on the question of German unity. The general
feeling is that the Eden Plan represents the least that the West should accept.
The tendency is to demand greater concessions, and to be willing to wait in
order to get them.

2. Recent Soviet moves have caused consternation and uneasiness among middle-
level SED functionaries and officials of the East German administration. They
fear the Russians may propose an "Austrian" solution, or some other solution
acceptable to the West, which would sacrifice them,

3. If the Geneva Conference produces no tangible results, it is predicted that the
flow of refugees will increase significantly.
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